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THE FAMILY PICTURE. 


[From Keate’s Sketches of Nature.} 


qT" was quite dufk when I got afhore after having taken a tour 
to Margate, and the evening being delightfully ferene, I was 
glad, after fo long a confinement, to ftretch my legs, and deter- 
mined to walk home to my lodgings at the weft end of the 
town. 

It isa doubt whether any capital.in Europe equals London ia 
populoufnefs, but it is beyond a doubt, that none vie with it in 
convenience and Cleanlinefs. I could wifh thofe, who may be 
inclined to difpute my affertion, would confider the wonderful 
fecurity in which neara million of people are crowded together, 
and the equally wonderful manner in which this million are fup- 
plied with every thing that neceflity demands, or extravagance 
can call for. The good order preferved in our ftreets by day, 
the matchlefs utility and beauty of their illumination by night, 
and what is, perhaps, the moft effential of all, the aftonifhing fup- 
ply of water whichis poured into every private houfe, however 
fmall, even to profufion! the fuperflux of which clears all the 
drains and fewers, and aflifts greatly in preferving good afr, 
health, and comfort ! 

Paris may be {melt five miles before you arrive at it, Madrid 
ten, and ail the great cities of France and Spain in proportion ; 
As tothofe of Italy, the atmofphere which furrounds them, is fo 
impregnated with garlick, that the nofe cannot ealily analyze the 
other compounds which are overpowered by it ; yet in fpite of 
all the advantages our metropolis may boaft, thofe who are juft 
arrived from the purer air of the country, wil) ever here and 
there, at a fhort turning, or alley-end, catch many unfavory 
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whiffs, which they would always with to get tothe windward of. 
On thefe occafions I have commonly recourfe to my fnuff. 
box ; but its contents were unfortunately exhaufted, by being li. 
berally offered to fome of my companions in the hoy, fo it oc. 
curred to me, to call at my old fnuff-fhop in Covent-Garden, 
and get it replenifhed; conceiving I might, at the fame time, 
pick up alittle intelligence of what was ftirring in town. 

The thop was lighted up, as ufual, and two candles ftanding 
on the counter, but the door being bolted, I knocked twice before 
I gained admiflion; when the mafter coming from above fairs, 
complimented me on my return home, and on the good looks I 
had brought back with me. 

I thanked him for his civility, and my nofe being become 
very impatient, I whipped my {f{nuff-box from my pocket, and 
borrowed a hafty pinch from the jar he had taken down. 

I thought as he was filling my box, that his features had more 
than their ufual glow of good nature, and at the fame time hear. 
ing a female voice above ftairs, accompanied by a guitar, I fear, 
faid I, that I have called you down trom fome convivial meet- 
ing; I hate to fufpend any one’s pleafure, even for a moment, 
fo there is my money, and now run up again to your friends. 

You by no means fufpend my pleafure, replied my tobacco. 
nift; nay, you will increafe it, by allowing me to tell you what 
hath occafioned it.—It is intruth, a {cene that might ¢néerefl your 
feelings. 

Two young men, who have for a great length of time lived 
with me under this roof, have endured the fevere mortification 
of feeing a worthy father, whofe talents and ingenuity might 
have entitled him to a better fate, by a feries of misfortunes, 
thrown into confinement; and by the rigour of an unrelenting 
creditor, detained there for the greater part of twenty years.— 
Though their fituation in life, denied them the power of refcuing 
him from his adverfity, yet they have comforted him conflantly 
by their daily vifits, and fupported both him and his fecond wife, 
by the labour of their hands; ever pouring into his wounded 
bofom, the balm of filial affeQiion. An aét of grace hath at Jaf 
fet the diftreffed parent at liberty, and they have this evening 
x2en to fetch him home from the forlorn fcene of captivity, 
which hath worn down his grey hairs. We have made a litle 


fupper on the occafion, and had not long finifhed it, when you 
knocked at the door. One of his daughters, whofe vorce you 
now hear, is come to welcome his return; and asall the family 


have a matical turn, fhe has taken up a guitar to accompany her- 


felf. Nothing can at this moment exceed the tranfport of the 
father, alter experiencing, for fomany years, the feverity of ill- 
fortune, to find himfeli, at laft, houfed in fecurity under his chil- 
dren’s roof, 
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You paint the flory, returned I, as one one who ftrongly fym- 
pathized in the general joy. You might well call it a fcene to 
antereft the feelings ; on my foul, it hath played the deuce with 
mine, infomuch, that I would almoft give one eye, to peep 
through a key-hole with the other, and obtain a glimpfe of 
thefe happy people, without intruding on their delicious mo- 
ments. 

Why that, Sir, continued the landlord, I could gratify you in, 
as there can be no breach either of hofpitality, or honour, in ex- 
hibiting the merits of one’s friends, when their a&tions may not 
only bear the view, but claim the applaufe of the world. The 
little room where they are, has a glafs folding-door, with a cur- 
tain drawn only acrofs the lower half of it; if you will give 
yourfelf the trouble to ftep up with me, on the fecond ftairs, you 
may unperceived look over it, and indulge your curiofity. 

I would not have milled the fight for all I fhall ever be worth 
on this fide of the grave! It fhewed me fo lovely a family-pic- 
ture, as bid defiance to all the efforts of art; even the pencil of 
a Raphael, a Titian, ora Guido, would have failed in the attempt, 
for it was drawn and coloured by agreater hand; by thy inimi- 
table hand, O nature! who fhalt ever, to the laft page I write, 
remain the obje& of my adoration ! 

I wifhed athoufand times, my dear Jenny, that thy benevolent 
heart could have enjoyed it with me! but I will give you fome 
idea, how the canvafs was difpofed, and your. fenfibility will 
paint the reft. 

Imagine the whole family grouped round the table on which 
they had fupped; in full view before me conceive the portrait of 
the father, whofe features wore the traces of age and infirmity, 
poflibly fomewhat ftrengthened by the forrows of life, but whofe 
countenance was at the fame time brightened by fo placid an eye, 
as indicated a mind fuperior to them all! On either fide of him 
fat his good fons, and next to them, his wife, the faithful partner 
of his affli€tions. Oppofite to her, appeared the vacant chair 
from whence I had fo abruptly fummoned my conduétor, who 
now ftood by me, while the daughter, whofe voice I had heard 
from below, andthe friendly miftrefs of the houfe, who had pre- 
pared them this little entertainment, filled up the remainder of 
this happy circle. 

The daughter was ftill finging to her guitar—they were footh 
ing, plaintive nates; but my mind was too much occupied to at- 
tend to founds; it was watching the charaéter which compofed 
this fingular pi€ture, and marking attentively the expreffions of 
cordiality and love, which, during the fong, were fhot from eye 
toeye, Often did the good old man caft looks of tranfport on 
each of his family, one after the other, then fix his attention on 
his child, whofe voice was welcoming his return, while, at inter- 
vals, his hands and eyes were uplifted, in filent gratitude, to that 

S 7, 9; providence 








304 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


providence who had, after trials fo fevere, at Jat brought him 
home in peace. 

As foon as the fong was ended, he beckoned his daughter to 
approach him; when, taking her by the arm, he gently pulled 
her down to his cheek, and hid his face in her neck. The mif. 
trefs of the houfe now pufhed nearer to hima glafs of wine, 
which had been poured out, and had long flood before him, unre. 
garded, on the table; he placidly drank it off; and furveying 
all around him with alook of meafurelels contentment, ftretched 
out his hands on his two fons, who were befide him, which were 
inftantly preffed in their’s with the utmoft fervour ; while, in their 
features, were piftured all thofe delicate emotions of the heart, 
which nature has alone entrufted to the human countenance to 
exprefs, and which the efforts of language are far too feeble to 
convey. 

Believe me, my dear Jenny, there was not a dry eye in all the 
room; nay, and I might add, on the ftairs neither—for I more 
than once obferved my honeft tobacconift pafs his hand before 
his face. 

There are tears of pleafure as well as tears of diftrefs! the 
latter are excited by our own fufferings, the former are the invo- 
luntary tribute which fenfibility pays to virtue ! : 

I lament, faid I, turning round to my companion, that this 
PICTURE you have fhewn me, which glows with fo many lovely 
tints that affe€tion kath fpread over it, fhould be concealed in 
your little apartment ; it ought to be exhibited tothe public ; the 
view of it might ferve to confirm the good, and fhame the un- 
feeling ! Nor could I quit the fcene I had been contemplating, 
without breathing this benedi€tion over it: 

Heaven profper you children of virtue! nay, and it will 
profper you. For you have given the world a noble example of 
filial piety ! and if loft in its diffipations, it fhould overlook the 
unurged claims you have on it, yet have you treafured up in your 
own bofoms, thofe enviable feelings of confcious reétitude, which 
it never can take from you, and which, without hearts like your’s, 
it hath not in its power to beftow ! 

I walked home with fo light and heedlefs a foot, by having my 
mind totally occupied with all I had juft been fpeétator of, that 
I ran againft half a dozen pofts, and at leaft treble as many paf- 
fengers. 

It having come to my knowledge, that all the parties, ex- 
cepting one, from whom this fcene of nature was fketched, are 
ftill exifting, death having only wiped from the canvafs the aged 
father, and as I have found that many of my readers have been 

interefted by this family-pi€ture ;, Lefteem it atribute due to the 
charafters of the fons, who fo much embellith the piece, to fay 
they are the children of the late Mr. Plenius, well known inthe 
mufical 
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mofical world, and particularly for his invention of that compli- 
cated inftrument the lyrichord. 

I pity, from my foul, the gloomy temperament of the fatirift, 
whofe delight is to view only the unfavourable fide of life, The 
imperfe€tions of humanity may never leave his fpleen deftitute 
of a fubje&t: yet Iam inclined to believe, for the honour of 
providence and nature, that there ever has been a proportionate 
degree of benevolence in the world. Thofe virtues that moft 
adorn, andendear fociety, are confined toa limited circle, Could 
we fteal in on the privacies of domeftic life, 1 am confident we 
fhould fee many more aétions and charaéters to admire, and re 
{peét, than we are in general inclined to fuppofe. 

I do not recolleé, in all my life, to have ever paffed a more 
delicious night ; for I flept till late the next morning, without 
the {malleft interruption, and arofe in the fineft {pirits imaginable: 
Nor will I ever be perfuaded, to this moment, that it was half fo 
much occafioned by the exercife, and fatigue, of the preceding 
day, as it was, by my having gone to bed, za perfedl good humour 
with the world, 





FASHIONS for APRIL. 
Fuiu DRESSES. 


1, PERA drefs, made of buff filk. The hair ornamented 
with a gem, and a white Jace veil. 

2, Short robe and train of fine white muflin, embroidered all 
round with a deep border; the fleeves very fhort, and looped up 
onthe top of the arm. ‘The hair dreffed, and ornamented witli 
a gold comb. 

EvENING AND Morninc DREsSEs. 

1. Around drefs of worked muflin, the bottom of the train 
and fleeves trimmed with deep lace. A very long veil of black 
lace; faftened up on one fide with agem. White {hoes. 

2. A walking drefs of thick white muflin, tucked round the 
bottom in very {mall tucks, the front made to button up to the 
throat with a collar. A ftraw bonnet trimmed with blue rib- 
bon, 

Nine HEADs. 

1, A ftraw hat turned up in front, and ornamented with a rofe; 
the hair very long over the face. 

2, A black lace veil pinned over the hair. 

3. A hat of pink filk turned up in front, and trimmed with 
quillings of black lace. 

_ 4. A Grecian turban of white muflin, with pearls or diamonds 
ia front, and a filver {prig. 


5. The 
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5. The Elfi Bey turban, ornamented with gold or filver orna. 
ments. 

6, A turban of fatin and muflin. 

7. A white fatin hat turned up in front, and ornamented with 
white oftrich feathers. 

8. A bonnet of demefaifon velvet turned up in front, with a 
bow or comb in the hair. 

9. A turban of white fatin, ornamented with white oftrich 
feathers. 


GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 


The prevailing colours are lilac, buff, blue, and yellow, 
Spencers are at prefent preferred for walking. Straw hats, 
moftly of the gipfy fhape, are beginning to be worn. The large 
filk fhawls continue to be much worn for evening. 

The Moorifh turban, with Etrufcan band and Macaw plume, 
faftened in over the left eye with diamonds, is now the haut ton, 
with the Egyptian robe, which faftens down the fide with hiero- 
gly phic border, richly embroidered in gold or filver ; the fleeve 
looped to the fhoulder with links of diamonds, the front, which 
alfo faftens to the figure, is confined with diamonds, pearls, gold 
or filver, and made entirely of lace. The pear! coloured Cir- 
caflian drefs is very beautiful, the hind part floped in a peculiar 
way, and beautifully ornamented, tied round the waift with 
cords and tafflels, the fleeves fimply elegant, and to expofe almoft 
all the arm. 

The morning drefles are alfo made in the Circaffian ftyle; 
long fleeves, and rather high coloured tunics for morning, with 
train petticoats; white luftres have of late been much worn, and 
are likely to continue fo for the enfuing feafon, with coloured 
crape draperies richly fpangled, or apliqued with filver. For 
morning, peliffes and capots of pearl and other light coloured 
filk will be much worn; fpencers will alfo be much worn till 
the weather changes. Chip and flraw hats, with Macaw and 
other plumes, &c. are much admired. The Ulyffes mantle is 
very fafhionable. Morone Spanith hats, richly ornamented with 
filver and plumes of oftrich feathers; thofe of white with rich 
fpangled veils of lace, forming a drapery, with oftrich and birds 
of Paradife plumes, have alfo a charming effe& with diamond 
bands and fprigs. The Macedonian head-drefs is very novel 
and whimfical ; the turbans of Bruffels lace, the crown alfo, 

which has the wearer’s initials worked in the lace, and lined with 
lilac, is fuperb. They are as high in price as one hundred and 
twenty guineas, For half drefs, white frocks trimmed with 
lace, very fhort, and worn over farfnet petticoats, are in great 
demand. 
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A LITERARY CHARACTER. 


E isa man poffeffed of fome virtues, though not deftitute of 
many of the vices which disfigure human nature. His 
heart is liberal, and his motives juft; but forturie forbids him to 
difplay the qualities of the one, and vicious perfons endeavour 
to vilify the other. Endowed with mental excellence fuperior 
to the general clafs of human beings, he feeks only the enlarge- 
ment of virtue in his writings; and to this end alone are his 
feeble endeavours directed. 

His temper has become irafcible from intenfe fludy and reitee 
rated misfortunes : eafily provoked in trifles to anger, the impe- 
tuofity of his mind foon fubfides if left to itfelf, but increafes 
when oppofed. Not gifted with fortitude, his heart foon finks 
under diftrefs; and the apprehenfion of mifery paralyfes the 
moft aétive energies of his heart. Proud perhaps to a fault, he 
fcorns meannefs in himfelf and in others: impreffed witha nice 
fenfe of honour, he is alive tothe minuteft injury or infult, whe- 
ther real or intended: he abhors injuftice, and never fails to caf- 
tigate it when found in others. Warm in his refentments, he 
can never bow his feelings to others, even in thofe cafes where 
the firft atonement ought to come from himfelf ; but, on the con- 
trary, his heart is ever open to reconciliation, when propofed in 
aproper manner. Diftinétion is his idol, and this often leads 
him into eccentricities, whicl fools laugh at, and wife men pity : 
fond of colloquial eminence, he dreads an imaginary want of 
powers to fhine in that refpeét ; and, therefore, often fits filent 
in company, when topics are agitated on which his refearches 
and his genius might enable him to throw light. 

Aétive in his friendfhips, he never fhrinks from doing good, 
when the moft remote means are within his reach: defultory in 
ftudy, his mind loves to expatiate upon numerous objects; 
whence he cannot be faid to poilefs folid information on any. 
Liberal in bis conduét, pecuniary confiderations are with him 
only a meafure of prudence, as he heartily detefts intereftednefs 
in engagements of mutual honour and liberality. Never prone 
to indulge in harfh opinions refpeéting other people, he always 
makes it a rule to negleét reports, trufting to his own experience 
as the molt fure guide. This is anamiable principle, but it often 
leads into misfortunes. 

As a hutband, he is fincerely affe@ionate, but never difplays 
any anile fondnefs ; never cxpreifes the fame anxiety for trivial 
evils as for thofe of greater magnitude.—As a fon, he feels and 
practifes the moft facred of filial duties: he feels a real glow of 
exquifite happinefs, when he can difpel for one moment the 
anxious folicitude of his mother.—As a brother, he experiences 
every fentiment of fraternal love, and fincerely values a filter, 
who is in many ref{pects a prototy pe of himfelf. 

Such 
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Such a man there is, for this portrait is drawn with fidelity from 
the man himfelf ! 





Obfervations on Jome Phenomena refpeéting the Flight and the 
Sight of Birds. 


[By M. Lacepede, Member of the Confervative Senate, and of the 
National Inftitute of France. ] 


. HE wonderful facility with which birds raife themfelves in 

the air, and the aftonifhing extent of their fight, have often 
ftruck the philofopher with amazement, employed the attention 
of the naturalift, and amufed the imaginations of the vulgar. 
The fciences of anatomy, of mechanics, and of optics, have dif. 
covered the peculiar conftruétion which furnithes thefe animals 
with a rapid motion, and a piercing fight ; but {till the reai ex. 
tent of thefe two phenomena is not accurately known. Their 
caufes have been demonftrated, but their important refults have 
not, been calculated with fufficient exaétnefs. Let us endeavour 
to bring under one point of view feveral faéts that depend on 
one another, and mutually explain each other, and, perhaps, they 
may conduét us to a juft appreciation of thefe two ftriking and 
remar!zable attributes. 

Let us take for the particular fubje&ts of our invefligation, 
that bird, by excellence the ruler of the air, that intrepid tra. 
veller, whofe progrefs is not interrupted by length of {pace, by 
cold, by winds, or by thunder, that is, the eagle: let us alfo 
take another bird, fo much favoured by nature, which is lefs 
armed, but not lefs aétive than the eagle, which is organifed fo 
as to {wim on the furface of the waters, as well as to foar above 
the clouds, and has fixed its abode above the feas included be- 
tween the tropics, and dividing with his rival the empire of the 
air, reigns without conftraint, and under the name of the frigat, 
on the equinoétial ocean. 

Thefe birds poffels to an eminent degree an extent of wings, 
and a firength of mufcles, with a fuitable lightnefs of body, and 
an internal warmth, which is capable of refifting the cold of the 
higher regions of the atmofphere. The elevation of their flight 
has been Jong known, but we are not as yet furnifhed with an 
exatt calculation of its diftance. I fhall now endeavour to offer 
fome obfervations or: it. An objett, in clear daylight, does not 
difappear from the eye of the objerver, until it is feparated from 
him by adiftance equal to three thoufand five hundred times its 
greate{t diameter. 

Thofe trave!lers that have frequented the mountains and rocks, 
which are ufuaily the retreats of the eagle and the frigat, have 
often feen thofe birds elevating themfelves fo high in the air, as 
6 to 
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to be no‘longer vifible to them. The eagle, and the frigat had, 
therefore, already palfed through a diftance equal to three thou. 
fand five hundred times their greateft dimenfions ; and as large 
eagles, and the largeit frigat, meafure at leaft two toifes, or four 
metres, when their wings are expanded, we may fuppofe, that 
they do not ceafe to be vifible in the atmofphere, until they have 
reached an elevation of feven thoufand toifes, or fourteen thoue 
fand metres,.above the level of the fea. It is therefore on a 
fcaleof fourteen thoufand metres, that we muft endeavour to 
place the different elevations, which the different kinds of birds 
may reach; and the total amount of this fcale muft be the mea- 
fure of the elevation to which we fhould refer the flight of birds 
confidered in general. 

As, however, we may be inclined to believe that the obfervas 
tions made on the difappearance of eagles or frigats in the at. 
mofphere, were taken from them when they defcribed in their 
flight diagonals inclined relatively to the vertical line ; let us 
only compute. a little more than half of the extent which we 
have’afcribed tothem.. Let us aflign mo more than eight thou. 
fand ‘metres, or four thoufand toifes ‘to the grand feale, which 
fhall be deltined to meafure the force of the afcenfion of birds. 
Eagles and frigats have been’ feen to pafs with rapidity this 
feale, the dimenfions of which-naturally excite the moft lively 
admiration; but let us not content ourfelves with vague confi. 
derations, but rather endeavour to fix fome precilé and determi« 
naté grounds on which we may proceed. 

It has been obferved, that when a:bird elevates ifelf nearly 
perpendicularly, it-only traverfes, in a given time, the half at 
moft of the fpace, which it would have pafled, had it advanced 
horizontally, and had only to furmount a much inferior refif. 
tance oppofed toit by gravitation. §.- | 

On the other hand,‘1 have obferved, that large birds pafs ina 
horizontal dire&tion a {pace of twenty-five toifes, or fifty metres, 
ina fecond. | It follows, that the eagle and the frigat can raife 
themfelves..to the higheft point of the fcale of eight thoufand 
metres in ‘fix minutes, or thereabouts. When, from this eleva- 
tion, ‘they dart themfelves like an arrow upon the prey, which 
they with to feize, they defcend, and fall, in amanner, on their 
vitim, with a velocity fill more furprifing. In faé&, we may 
fay, when we fee them dart from the heavens, in order to fatisfy 
the hunger which preys on them, that they. abandon themfelves 
to their gravity, and arrive-at the furface of the land or fea, with 
the accelerated velocity of weighty bodies. It has been even 
maintained, that inftead of diminifhing this rapidity by their efforts, 
they increafe it by furmounting the refiftance of the air, by the 


-impulfion of their wings. But how can this opinion be main- 


tained ? We know that a heavy body defcends in forty feconds, 
from an elevation of eight thoufand metres. If, therefore, we 
Vol. 43. 3A fuppofe 








gic THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


fappofe an uniform {wiftnefs in the fall of the eagle and the 
frigat, inftead of an accelerated velocity, thefe birds would pafs 
a fpace of two hundred metres, or one hundred toifes in a 
fecond. 

But can we imagine that they could-refift the effe@s of fo pre. 
cipitate a motion, when we recolleé that the {wifteft grey hound 
does not advance thirty metresin a fecond, that the current of 
the air which paffes forty: metres in the fame time, is very vio. 
Jent, and that found oftentimes is tranfmitted in-an equal in. 
terval of time, only to the diftance of three hundred and fifty 
metres ? 

It is, moreover, very difficult:to afcertain with precifion the 
real velocity of a bird that quits in that manner the fuperior 
regions. This fubjc& Has riot as yet been examined with fuf. 
ficient attention ; and my own exertions have been inadequate 
to attain that obje& with any degree of accuracy. - But, as in 
this remarkable defcent, the eagie and the frigat augment confide. 
rably the refiftance which the air:oppofes to them by extending 
their wings with force, and fupporting themfelves in a manner 
with a large parachute, and that, befides, they affift themfelves 
jn their efforts againft gravitation, by the obliquity of; their 
flight, and the inclination of the atmofpheric:plane on which 
they feem to ref themfelves, we ought, as I think, to confider 
their {wiftnefs' in defcending from their elevation, only as dou- 
ble of ‘their horizontal velocity, and of courfe, quadruple. of 
their {wiftnefs in afcending. In their defcent, therefore, they 
pals through one hundred metres,:or fifty toifes ina fecond,; and 
the ‘naturalift may fay, with the poet, when, thefe furprifing 
birds pounce upon their enemies, that their rapidity equals the 
impetuous wind. 

The knowledge of the elevation which is'reached by the eagle 
and the frigat, will now furnifh-us: with ia new and ‘determinate 
notion. From the highef point: of the fcale of eight thoufand 
metres, the frigat frequently dirftinguifbes on the furface of the 
ocean a fifh, the dimenfions of which, in their greateh extent, 
are {carcely equal to the fourth of a'metre. It:fees'the fith fo 
elearly, that from the region in. which it holds’ itfelf {ufpended, 
it direéts its fall with an exaétnefs that enables it to feize in- 
ftantly onits prey,.and carry it of with it intothe air, 

It is plain, therefore, that objeéts do not difappear from -its 
eyes, till they are at a diftance of more-than thirty-two thou- 
fand times its diameter. And as man, as we have already re- 
marked, can only perceive obje&s which are fufficiently near to 
him, fo that their diameter muft equal the three thoufandth five 
hundredth part of their diflance; it is evident, that the fight of 
the bird is at leaft nine: times mare piercing than ‘that of a man. 

-This confideration may ferve to elucidate feveral phenomena in 


watural hiftory, andowid ‘the philofopher in his invellsgations. 
An 
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‘An objeétof the dimenfions of ten metres, a tree for example, 
may be diftin&tly vifible toan eagle, at the diffance of three 
thoufand metres. And as it is eafy to prove, that when this 
bird balances himfelf in the part of the atmofphere which is 
the boundary of his elevation, the terreflial and circular furface, 
which fpericity of our planet does not withdraw from his view, 
and to the centre of which he correfponds, has not a lefs radius 
than three hundred thoufand metres, he muft, therefore, diftin- 
guifh not only the mountains, but alfo the woods and rivers, 
which are contained in the immenfe circumference of the circle, 
above which he foars, and to which we muft affign, notwith- 
ftanding the aftonifhment with which it may fill us, a periphery 
of eightecn thoufand metres, or nine hundred thoufand toifes. 

What a noble fpeétacle would not this vaft plain prefent to 
ithe eye of man, were he endowed with the piercing fight of 
the eagle; and could elevate himfelf in the fame manner into 
-the regions of the air! would not this magnificent {pectacle be 
far fuperior in extent and variety to the admirable ptofpeé 
which the imagination cherifhes with enthufiafm, and which has 
furniihed: enjoyments fo captivating, and fuch lofty and affecting 
fentiments, to thofe who trufted themfelves to a frail aerial boat 
attached to a balloon, or climbing to the fummit of the Andes, 
‘or the top of A8tna, and following at an humble diftance the 
monarch of the feathered tribe, on the firft confines of his ethe- 
rial domain, they behold the glittering rays of the fun, at the 
dawn of day, illumimating from the diftant horizon the feas, the 
fhores, the continents, and the iflands ! 

Under thefe impreffions, it is not difficult to conceive, how 


‘birds of paffage, that experience in their elevation in the 


air fuch changes of temperature as announce the different 


feafons, may be enabled by means of a fight nine times more 
“powerful than that of a man, to feleét, and to follow, as 


Buffon has obferved, the fhorteft and the fafeit paffage to the 
elimates. that offer them an afylum! Birds that are pofleffed ot 


‘the moft powerful fight, and the greateft capability of flying, 


are better enabled to obtain this end ; and by applying the ob- 
fervations which we have already made, we fhall find that two 


‘hours are neceffary to the birds which are the beft furnifhed by 


nature for this purpofe, in order to proceed from the centre of 
the vait field which their fight embraces, to the fummit of the 
eircumference of the fame field. 

On the other hand, if we recolle& a multitude of faéts, which 
are attefied by intelligent travellers, and if we remember that 


‘they have met with birds divefted of the faculty of {wimming, 


and at the fame time hovering in the midft of violent florms, at 
the diftance of more than four hundred leagues from any land, 
we muft be convinced, when we compare the faéts which we 


have brought forward, that eagles and frigats can fly, at leaft for 
3A 2 twelve 
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twelve hours, without being compelled to feek on the furface of 
the earth for arepofe of greater or lefs duration. 

Weare now in poffeflion. of all the neceflary data to folve 
one of the moft interefting problems prefented by the grand 
phznomenon of the periodical migration of birds of paflage, 
that change their abode with the feafons, from the poles to the 
line, and fromthe line tothe poles. We may be allowed to fay, 
that the eagle, or the frigat, willerequire only twenty-fix hours 
of flight, interrupted at moft by two intervals of reft of greater 
or lefs duration, in order to tranfport themfelves from the wintry 
confines of the polar circle, over which the frozen feafon rules 
in the midft of mountains of ice; from intenfe darknefs, and 
the torpor of death, to the fortumate abodes, which the ge- 
nial influence of the vicinity of the tropics clothes with the 
charms of an eternal fpring. If, in order to arrive at exaét and 
well-grounded refult, and to employ in the folution of ufeful phy- 
fical problems the important element of duration, we with to dif. 
cover what time would elapfe, while a frigat, or an eagle might 
be making the tour of our globe along the equinoéiial line, and 
following in a manner the path of the fun, we thall find that 
thefe extraordinary birds would complete their journey round 
the globe in two hundred and twenty hours, the feries of which 
would be interrupted by no more than feventeen fops for the 
purpofes of reiting. 

When man refleéts on the extraordinary qualities allotted to 
birds, and which have been. refufed to him, Jet bim not forget 
the fublime attributes which nature has lavifhed on himfelf. 
By. gifting him with reafon the has put every thing in his power. 
That creative faculty has inclofed a light vapour in a well-con- 
ftru€&ted apparatus, and by thofe means has lifted man above the 
clouds. It has done more; it has melted fand, cut glafs intoa 
variety of forms, compelled the rays of light to refraét, and re- 
flef&t at his pleafure, and by means of this faculty, the eye of 
man has fuddenly penetrated through vaft diftances, and de- 
{cribed, diltinguilhed, and compared, millions of orbs, in the im- 
menfity of the univerfe. 

Let man, therefore, never ceafe to cultivate the faculty of in- 
telligence which he has received from Heaven! It is by en- 
larging his mind by. refleétion, enlivening it by fentiment, fer- 
tilizing a by perfevering fudy, difpelling the illufions of pre- 
judice, the feduétions of error, the phantom of vain glory, and 
acknowledging that there is no power but what is derived from 
genius, no torce but what proceeds from knowledge, no hap- 
pinefs but what fprings from virtue; that he will confecrate a 
durable monument to the tutelary divinities of virtue, [cience, 
and genius, to pacific liberty, to [ympathetic concord, and to 
that fupreme jutlice of feeble humanity, a confolatory indul- 
gence for the frailties of mankind, 

Diflinguifhed 
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Diftinguifhed Inflance of Patriotifm, exhibited in the Con- 
duét of the celebrated Lavater. 


[From Gefner’s Life of Lavater.] 


N the year 1762, Lavater, aétuated by that general benevor 
lence and patriotic zeal which he fo difintereftedly difplayed 

to the laft moment of his life, engaged in an undertaking which 
excited great attention, and procured him the love and efteem 
of his fellowecitizens. Felix Grebel, bailiff of Gruningen, one 
of the bailiwicks of Zurich, grofsly abufed his authority as a 
magiftrate, and was notorioully guilty of aéts of. oppreffion and 
extortion; yet the fufferers, being poor, dare not complain to 
the magiflrates of Zurich, fince the burgermafler of that time 
(one of the firft in the ftate) was the father-in-law of the delins 
quent. The honeft indignation of Lavater was flrongly excited 
by the numerous complaints he heard, and she undeniable proofs 
he obtained of the repeated aéts of injuftice committed by the 
bailiff; yet the conneétions of the offender, whom. impunity 
rendered every day bolder, were fo powerful, that he was cone 
vinced it was moft advifable to proceed at firft with fecrecy and 
caution. In conjunétion with his friend Fufeli, equally an ar- 
dent enemy to injuflice and oppreffion, he fent an anonymous 
letter to the bailiff, figned with the letters J.C. L. in which, 
after reproaching him in the ftrongft terms with the enormities 
of which he had been guilty, he concludes thus: 

“I give youtwo months—within that time, either reftore 
what you have unjuftly extorted, or expeét juftice. I conjure 
you to communicate this letter to thofe who, if you are inno. 
cent, can do you right. Cal! on me, I conjure you, within 
fourteen days, in the public gazettes; you fhall find me ready 
togive you every fatistaétion; but if you neither. vindicate 
yourfelf from my charge, nor reftore your extortions, you fhall, 
as God lives, expofed to utmoft thame, be made the facrifice of 
offended juftice. Rely not on the iufluence and proteétion of 
your worthy father-in-law, whom you have fo often difgraced. 
He has a mind too nobie to afford you aid. He will not facri- 
fice the honour he has acquired by a life of integrity of feventy 
years,to a charaéter bafe as your’s. I repeat, 1 give. you two 
months. You fhall be weighed in the balance. Sce that you 
are not found wanting.” 

This letter was dated Auguft 27, 1762. Lavater and Fufeli 
waited the two months they had appointed; but the corrupt bai- 
lif had not the courage to require fatisfa@tion, either in the 
manner propofed to him, or in any other way; nor did he aps 
pear difpofed to make 12paration for any a& of inju€lice or ex. 
tortion that he had committed. Lavater therefore wrote a paper 
eatitled, “ The Unjult Bailiff, or the Complaints of a Patriot,” 

of 
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of which he hada {mall number of copies printed, and fent:one 
to each of the members of the government, fealed, and fuper. 
feribed with his particular addrefs, with a motto peculiarly 
adapted to the charafler of each: Thefe mottoes were fo ex. 
tremely appropriate, that they made a greater impreflion on many 
of thofe to whom they wereaddreffedthan even the contents of 
the paper itfelf. The general motto to each of the papers was 
** Brutus, thou feepef !—Ah! wert thou alive }’ 

In confequence of the diflribution of thefe papers among all 
the members of the magiflracy, a meeting of the council of Zu. 
sich was held, in which it was determined to publith a notice 
requiring that the author of the accufation fhould, within the 
fpace of a month, perfonally appear before the council, to fub. 
flantiate and prove the charges he had made, affuring him: that 
he flrould meet with juftice and impartiality ; and at the fame 
time fiz nifying that, if he didnot appear, every means would be 
employed to deteét and punith him for his anonymous flander, 
The fame notice required all thofe who thought therifelves ag. 
grieved to-'appear and make their complaints to the burgermaf- 
ter, promifing them an impartial hearing and effeétual redrefs, 
This notice was publifhed on the 4th of December, 1762. 

On the fame day, M. Grebel, the bailiff, who was the obje& 
of thefe charges, and who had hitherto maintained fo cautious a 
filence, appeared before the council to lodge his complait, and 
claim its juflice and proteétion againft a libel which had been 
printed and circulated to defame his charafter. It was, in fa&, 
in vain for him to be longer filent, as the affair had now become 
public, end it was evident would be inveftigated by the proper 
authorities. 

The publication of the notice from the council encouraged 
many perfons who had been opprefled by the bailiff to appear, 
and fate their complaints to the burgermafier, who on the 36th 
of December informed the council that he had already received 
charges againft the party accufed from twenty different perfons. 
A committee of fix. members was therefore appointed by the 
council] to examine and report on the matter of the accu- 
fations. 

Lavater and Fufeli appeared before the council on the 24th of 
the fame month, and avowed them[elves the authors of the ano- 
ny mous letter referred to inthe notice. They behaved with all 
that firmnefs which confcious integrity and a zeal for juftice in- 
{pire in ardent minds. When afked why they had chofen to 
proceed in the manner they did, and not by an immediate com- 
plaint to the magiftrates, Lavater produced a paper, ftating the 
reafons of their condu& in this particular, in language fo ener- 
getic and convincing, that no farther objeftion was made to the 
mode they had purfued. 

Before 
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-\Before Lavater difcovered himfelf to be the author of this 
anonymous accufation, he fuffered extreme anxiety on account 
of the alarm which he knew his parents would feel when they 
fhould learn that ke had adventured to bring charges againf a 
magiftrate intimately connefted with perfons of the firft autho- 
rity and influence in the government. Under the ‘imnpreflion of 
this uneafinefs, he firft made known his fecret to the minifterc 
Wirz, who introduced the difclofure of it to this parents, by 
faying—" 1 come to with you joy of a fon, who by his zeal for 
juttice not merely gives the promife of being a-great man, but 
already is a great man.”” The father of Lavater, however, ex2 
prefled great fears of the confequences of fo bold an under. 
taking; but M. Wirz, clapping him.on the fhoulder, replied— 
“ Rejoice, dotter, in fuch a fan, who {peaks when rio other per- 
fon dares to fpeak. That juftice for which hedifplays fo ardent 
a zeal fhall cover him with its wings.” 

“It would be tedious and uninterefling to enter into a minute 
account of the progrefs and inveftigation of this affair. Suffice 
itis to fay, that Grebel, the bailiff againft whom the charges 
were ‘preferred, did'not think it advifeable to wait the refult and 
confequences of the enquiries of the committee appointed to 
examine into his condud, but confefled his guilt, by abfconding 
from juftice. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Horsford’s De/cription of the Guns, Ge. 
ufed in the Eaft Indies. 





HE iron guns are of European’ manufacture. The brals 

guns, mortars,: and howitzers, have been caft in India, one 
Portuguefe three-pounder excepted. Some bear an infcription 
of being made’ at Muttra, others at Ugein; but the whole are 
evidently from the defign of an European artift, The dimen. 
fions are, in general, thofe of the French; the workmanfhip is 
of as high a finifh as any in the’ company’s arfenal. 

Thirteen of the four-pounders have iron cylinders (or bores,) 
over which, it would feem, the metal was run in cafting the 
piece, for the adherence’ is fo clofe,'that ‘no flit or chafm ap- 
pears; and nothing but the different colours of the two metals 
difeover the jun@ion. The iron cylinder (or bore) is compofed 
of four longitudinal pieces of hammered iron, remarkably clofe, 
and neatly fitred throughout the bore. 

The-whole of ‘the pieces are furnifhed with well-made ele- 
Vated ferews ; fome are of the lateft French improvement ; and 
tothe mortars and howitzers the fame kind of elevating {crews 


‘are, by a fimple and ingemious adjuflment, made to elevate the 


Piece to any angle, and give either of them the double capacity 
of mortar and howitzer. 
The 
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he carriages are flrong and good: fome are nearly made to 
the. French. pattern. 

The tumbrils are very flout, but of the clumfy fize and thape 

made by the company in their arfenal, about twenty years ago, 
Some, however, bave the modern draft chain, whilft others have 
retained the trace made_of green hide. 
.. The ammunition, both round and grape, differs from that 
made in the company’s arfenal, infomuch as that the bags are of 
cotton inftead'of ferge, and not fixed to bottoms with the thot; 
and alfo, that two forts of grape are made ufe of after the French 
ordnance, viz. large balls for great diftances, and {maller balls 
for leffer diftances. 

Chain-fhot, rolled up into the fhape of a ball, of the fize of 
the bore of the piece, either mortar or howitzer, made part allo 
of the enemy’s ammunition. 





DUELLING BURLESQUED. 


Short time ago a foreign gentleman, a friend of the Prince 

De Conde’s, attended at the Public Office, Bow-ftreet, to 
give information that a young gentleman of the name of Etienne 
du Cas, a relation of the prince’s, had received a letter froma 
gentleman, whom he did not know, calling him “ a coward,” 
and challenging him to fight with piftols on Saturday afternoon. 
The writer acknowledged he was unknown to the party whom he 
was addrefling, by name, but flated that he would be in the ride 
in St. James's Park, at five o’clock, on Saturday afternoon, 
mounted on a bright bay horfe, with a white handkerchief if his 
hand, andon their meeting would adjourn to a proper place 
to fight. The letter concluded with flating the writer's addrefs 
to be “ Edward Stephenfon, Efg. No. 5°, Great Ormond. 
ftreet,”’ 

In confequence of this information, warrants were iffued 
agdinft the challenger and foreign young gentleman. In the 
evening, Etienne du Cas, attended by his relation, and a friend, 
appeared before Aaron Graham, Efg. in the cuftody of Baker; 
but the other parcy had not arrived, Mr. Graham then propofed 
that Mr. Du Cas fhould enter into a. recognizance not to break 
the peace by being provoked to fight by Mr. Siephenfon, which 
was agreed to, and was about to be taken by the clerk, when lo! 
‘a lilliputian hero entered the office, in the cuflody of Rivett, to 
the no {mall amulemeutot every one prefent, even the magiltrate 
could not refift laughing, for the challenger proved to be a meré 
child, only fourteen. years of -age, but dreffed in the extreme of 
fafhion, with a very thick neckcloih, and his fhirt collar. up to bis 
ears, and only about.three feet two inches high. 
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After the magiftrate had recovered from ‘his ‘aftonifhment, he 
examined Mafter Stephenfon as to the challenge fent to Mr. Da 
Cas, which he denied to be written by him, but acknowledged it 
was fent by two elder boys who were at Chigwell-fchool with 
him, and they figned his name by his confent. The offence 
given by Mr. Du Cas was, that he had been on a vifit in the 
neighbourhood of Chigwell. fchool, and had paid fome attention 
toa Mifs H. with whom Mafter Stephenfon was ¢namoured, 

The magiftrate reprimanded Mafter Stephenfon, and told him, 
if he did not make a very fufficient apology to Mr. Du Cas he 
would commit him to prifon; he moreover faid he fhould fend 
for Mafters George Leath and Jofeph Harris, who had aflifted 
in manufaéturing the letter, and fhould hold them to bail to keep 
the peace. 





DESCRIPTION of the NORTH CAPE. 


pRockebino from Havefund (fays the voyager) we left 
on our right the ftrait formed by Mageron, or Bare Ifland, 
and the continent. The vaft expanfe of the Frozen Ocean 
opened to our left, and we arrived at laft at the extremeft point 
of Europe, called the North Point, exaétly at midnight. 

“Here then we ftood, and todch’d the earth’s laft point.” 

The North Cape is an enormous rock, which proje&ing far 
into the ocean, and being expofed to all the fury of the waves, 
and the outrage of tempefts, crumbles every year more and 
more into ruins. Here every thing is folitary, every thing is 
flerile, every thing fad and defpondent. 

The fhadowy foreft no longer adorns the brow of the moun- 
tain; the finging of the birds, which enlivened even the woods 
of Lapland, is no longer heard in this fcene of defolation; the 
ruggednefs of the dark gray rock is not covered by a fingle 
fhrub; the only mufic is the hoarfe murmuring of the waves, 
ever and anon renewing their aflaults on the huge mafles that 
oppofe them. The northern fun, creeping at midnight, at the 
diftance of five diameters along the horizon, andthe immeafure- 
able ocean in apparent contaét with the fkies, form the grand out- 
line in the fublime pifture prefented to the aftonifhed and re- 
flefting {peétator. 





4 QUESTION, by a Self-taught Algebraif. 


AVING given the fum of the greater number added to 
their re€tangle 12, and the cube of the greater drawn 
into the fquare ot the lefs, a maximum; required to find the 
numbers by a fluxionary procefs? 
Vol. 43. 3B Anfwer, 
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Anfwer, by Ri Holwell, of Exewr, to P.Gooes Enigma, inferted Febraary 13, 


VAs nex man with toils is much opprefs’d, 
A BED will farcly give him reft; 
There fweet, refrething fleep he'll find, 

To cafe his heart, and cheer his-mind. 


We Have received the like atifwér from: Reclofe, of Wivelifeombe: 


of Hosea, of Stoke Abbot; a volantedr of Bridgewater; Juventus, of: 


Newton Buthel; W«Snow, of Dawlith; J, Channon, of Ottery; G. Hann, 
jun ot Stoke Abbot; and 7 Coumbe, ef St. German’s. 








Anforr, by T. Whicker, of Exeter, to J: Squance’s Charade, mferted Feb. 13. 
KIN providence the PINK-ROOT has affign’d, 


For various healing ufes to mankind. 


*+* We have received the like anfwer from A. Kyne, jun. of Dartmouth; 
1. Retger,ot Clowanee;-W ; Bickham, jun, of Afhburton ; and E. Moon, 
and P, Gove, of Exeter, 





Anfwer, by 7. Rowfell, of Loper, to P. Govt’s Enigma, inferted February 13. 


F 4 LAND-WAITER ‘is yoor pol, 
Pray let io godds po free ; * . 
Fors government mutt have the tax 
To keep aloof the enemy. 


+4 We have reecived thé liké anfwer from Es Mood, and P. Gove, of 
Exeters. J. Channon, of Ottery; J. B, and, W, Bitkbam, jyn.. of A thbur- 
tou; J. Lewis, of ie T, Rutger, pf Clowance; E, R. Bickham, and 
Javenuis, of ‘Newton uthél; and Wy tf. Pippett, of Cotton. 





A REBUS, by W. Tucker, of Mr. Tucker's Sehool, Tilfhead, Wilts. 


NGENTOUS youths, yoo firf nmfi tell, 
That montiér who Once guarded Hell; 
A fam’d philofopher produce, 
That lived once in Syracufe: 
The wife of Hefcules éxplain, 
Who was by him in fretizy flan; 
& fon of Gédipus pray find; 
Laflly a paffion of the mind: 
Th’ itieials join, they will expound, 
What in Arabia's wilds is found: 
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A REBUS, dy T. Rutger, of Clowance. 
- M* firft, when death new terror ftrikes, 


Is heard both far and near; 
My next us revolution makes 
f think jut Onte a year; 
Ufeful indeed my next is found, 
While it continues tight ; 
And on its axis turning round 
é Compleats each day and night. 
~ Remembrance fweet! yet fondly paints my whole, 
AsI my pleafures there review ; 
O Thames! what do thy fertile banks unfold 
But am a various, and for ever new. 


POETRY, 
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On his MAJESTY’s HAPPY RECOVERY, 
AN IRRECULAR ODE. 


WHEN joys extati¢ touch the foul, 
Quiv’ring thro’ the fra.ne it plays, 
Glows and burns, contemns ¢ontroul, 
Then burfting wildly, os the fmother'’d blaze, 
Mounts to the fkies, 
And catching infpiration there, 
Bids the cold fons of earth arife, 
And emulate the glories of av higher fphere. 


Beneficence fupreme! 
To thee the feraph’s golden harps are flrung, 
And fainted imperfeétions ftrive to join the theme 
With wifbtut flate’ ring tongue : ‘ 
Oft by the fwelling eye, and rifing breaft, 
And flarting tear, 
Ta filence is the agonizing blifs confelR 5 
The paufe {uperios beings fill 
With varied themes, with varied fkill, 
And calmer fourids fueceed, and foothe the ravith'd air. 


O! that forhe {park would iffue from. thy throne, 
And hallow mine the lips of praife ; 
Worthy to’ make | mercies knowa 
To generations ot far difiant days. 
When of old thou didft infprre 
The prophet of the faered lyre, 
Such was the wifh that. fill’d, bis ardent miod, 
And time prefetves the fong that gratitude defign’d. 


Bending betieath thy hand, 
How was the-nation’s ftrength bow'’d down? 
How did affi@tion darken all thé land? 
How didit moyrn_ the head of its renown? 
And in one general forrow, loyal fears 
Implore thy aid in trembling, fighs, and téars. 


And thou didf héar our prayer: 
God of our Fathers! will dur king’s thy care, 
In plenitude of power, 
Thy favour rules the hour. 
Again he lives, again fuftains, ; 
Wiih flrength renew’d, the late remitted rems ; 
Again pesforms the arduous tafk of ftate, 
And the glad nation hails its happier fate. 


eo interrupted, when the fource of light, 

re half his courfe is veil’d with awful night, 
Untutoi’d man in horror flands, 
Lifting to Heaven his fuppliant hands ; 

But when the cheering radiance he deferies 

Reflor’d to earth, and ruling o’er the fkies, 

Proftrate be fails, and hails the orb of day, 

Adoting him who Ril} prolongs its fway. 


Britain, 





THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


Britain, greatly favour’d ifle, 
In ftrength, in arts, in virtue bleft, 

Where liberty does ev’ry toil beguile, 
And pure religion wears her {potlefs veft ; 

Well do the peals of joy refound, 
Well do thy fongs of joy become thee, 

Light thy fportive fires around, 
And caft the memory of thy fadnefs from thee. 
Let thy fons énter at the gates of praife, 

Before the mercy-feat in homage bend, 
To Heaven in hallow’d fongs their voices raife, 

And let the loud-tongu’d organ ftronger defcants lend. 

Fill the harmonious round’ 
OF grand foul-elevating found; 

Break at the rapture’s height a f{udden paufe, 
Then pour in one gréat ftrain a thunder of applaufe. 
Author of life, of health, of peace, 

Hear a nation’s grateful vaice, 
Thou haft made our-grief to ceafe, 

Our king’s reftor’d, our hearts rejoice. 
Honour, glory, thefe are thine, 

Songs of gladnefs, hymns of praife ; 
Fix’d tor eternal view thy mercies thine, 

The firft, laft, beft of all thy wond’rous ways. 





For the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 
RAGGED BESS. 


N me, when fickle fortune fmil’d, 
Betore my parents’ death ; 
The neighbours call’d me ‘* darling child,” 
Or ** {weet Elizabeth :” 
But fince I boaft thefe friends no more, 
They laugh to fee my tatter’d drefs, 
And as they fpurn me from their door, 
Unkindly call me ** ragged Befs.” 
In vain, with tears, I beg relief, 
And feek repofe in vain; 
They feem to triumph in my gricf, 
And give me fiercer pain, 
But oft the paffing flrangers wait 
To hear the tale of my difirefs ; 
And, fighing at an orphan’s fate, 
Relieve the wants of ragged Bels. 
Beneath affli€tion’s rod I bend, 
And need compaffion’s aid; 
Ab! gentle firangers, flill befriend 
A poor, forfaken maid, 
And OF may Heav’n the gift repay, 
And all your brighteft profpetts blefs ; 
When buly time has {wept away 
The waited form of ragged Befs. 


Plymouth-Dock. PALEMON. 





The POWER of. RICHES. 


Te wealthy fool can have¢ no fault, 

For what is fenfe and worth but money ? 
His dulleft jeft is Attic falt, 

His fourcfi jibe Hyblean honey. 
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